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The “Healers” and Their Claims 


The “faith” healers, as is implied by the label by which they 
have come to be most widely known, make repeated and fervent 
appeals for faith and yet more faith. They apparently assume 
that faith is an exclusive monopoly of the Christian religion, 
that the only alternative to faith is doubt, that faith is an un- 
qualified blessing, that there is common agreement as to faith’s 
proper object and as to faith’s proper relation to human knowl- 
edge and inquiry, and that the New Testament gives clear and 
consistent testimony concerning the role of faith in the cures 
in which Jesus and the disciples were instrumental. But every 
single one of these assumptions is false! . . . 


Some of us might prefer the religious healers over the non- 
religious, although there is no evidence that the one is superior 
to the other in terms of successful cures. Some of us might 
prefer the more orthodox healers who stand nearest to the Prot- 
estant religious tradition which we ourselves have embraced. 
But . . . these Protestant healers are orthodox only in those 
areas of doctrine which have nothing to do with healing. When 
it comes to their faith healing theories and practices, they can- 
not any more claim the support of the Bible than can the non- 
religious healers. 


—WADE H. BOGGS, Jr., in Faith Healing and the Christian Faith, 
just published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. (See also page 5.) 


















































































Letters to the Editors 





World Government Upheld as Needed Step 





Now Anarchy Prevails 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It is startling to reflect that though 
very few persons (and assuredly not Pres- 
byterians! ) prefer anarchy to law, we still 
continue to tolerate anarchy on the very 
top level, the danger level on which wars 
break out. Yet this is true. And it should 
not, I believe, have required two World 
Wars, Korea, and crisis upon crisis where 
we have more than once approached the 
fatal “brink,” to alert us to the fact of 
humanity’s need for world government. 

All of us treasure—or certainly should 
—the glorious achievements of the United 
Nations. It has brought untold benefit to 
millions. But the UN is still only a league 
of sovereign states. Thus its charter needs 
such revision as will transform it into 
an instrument of universal, democratic 
world federation. 

A task too difficult to accomplish? Of 
course it is difficult! But surely not too 
hard, calling on God for aid, for us who 
recall our Founding Fathers and the stren- 
uous days of 1787, after which the jealous 
little states at last agreed to accept the 
principle of a “divided sovereignty.” 
Granted that the extension of the federal 
system to the world is still harder, so are 
the stakes still higher, the peril] in today’s 
anarchy, greater. For today we dare not 
forget that nuclear destruction for all 
lurks in the dark, lawless shadows. 

So I plead for your letters and your 
help. For to me such a World Federation 
is the implementation, on the _ political 
field, of our faith as Christians. 

(Miss) Tracy D. Mycarr, 

New York Secretary, 

Campaign for World Government 
Croton Falls, New York 


Church Cooling 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


For us in this dry Southwest country, 
evaporative coolers are very efficient, eco- 
nomical, comfortable and really indispen- 
sible (OvTLooK, Sept. 17). 

It makes a difference in our attendance 
to have the church so cool in hot weather. 





We can make nearly 20 degrees difference 
between outside and inside temperatures 
on hot, dry Sundays, and then the sermons 
don’t seem quite so dry. 

J. ALLEN ANDERSON. 
Mangum, Okla. 


Impound the Car 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Fines do not seem to stop traffic viola- 
tors; perhaps better results could be ob- 
tained by impounding the car from one to 
30 days. 

‘If these violators had to walk to work 
for a few days each time, they might wise 
up. 

WILLIAM R, SULLIVAN. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


New College Handbook 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We have used the Going-to-College 
Handbook for years, but this year’s issue 
is really tops. It must be very gratify- 
ing to have pioneered in this type of 
publication. 

We distributed ours at a special lunch- 
eon given for our young people the week 
prior to the time when most of them would 
leave for college. 

T. RussEeLL NuNAN. 
rreenville, Miss. 





... My only regret is that I didn’t dis- 
cover the Handbook when I was a fresh- 
man in high school! 


A GEorGIA YOUNG PERSON. 


NOTE—The big opportunity for the use 
of this helpful book is just opening up— 
distribution to all high school students. 
Churches should not miss this important 
service. 


Servicemen Abroad 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Would it be possible to do something 
about the situation described in the Sept. 
10 OvuTLookK—“Servicemen Abroad”? 

Our only son told me of his superior 
officer who practically urged men under 


Reprinted and reprinted, many thousands 


of copies have been distributed . 


WHAT ABOUT THE FAITH HEALERS? 


—a revealing exposure of some of the 
most widely publicized ‘healers’ of today. 


Reprinted by many denominational groups for their own distribution. 


Others said, with large orders: 


“Delighted” . . . Terry, MONTANA. 


“Most excellent” ... ALEXANDRIA, NEB. 
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. . . ArIzONA MeEpIcaL EXECUTIVE. 


“Should be sent to every broadcasting and telecasting station in the country.” 


RADIO STATION MANAGER. 
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PASTOR. 


PRICE: 


5¢ per copy; 25 for $1; 50 for $1.50; 100 for $2.50. 
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stories men over him stemed to thing 
necessary to tell subordinates. 

A young Presbyterian here in Pennsyl- 
vania intended becoming an engineer but 
when he was in the service he was so 
appalled at moral conditions he has 
changed his course to the ministry. For- 
tunately, he is gifted and likeable. 

If you could reprint ‘“Servicemen 
Abroad” and provide it at small cost I 
believe our nation could be alerted. Some- 
thing should be done. We send our 18- 
year-old sons to service and consider it 
patriotic for them to go. Then they be- 
come contaminated by immoral superiors 
who think they must go the way of the 
crowd. 

I should say that our son, fortunately, 
is in his mid-twenties and had college back 
of him and had been about in the world 
enough to stand out against unfortunate 
influences. Some of these poor young- 
sters feel they must follow the crowd. It 
makes me sick. 

If you decide to reprint the article, I 
enclose money for a quantity. ... 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


NOTE—This item is available as a 
reprint at 25 for 25¢ (minimum); 75¢ 
per 100. 


The Columbia Story 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The article, “A Seminary Withstands its 
Critics,” deserves the greatest praise from 
all those who love Columbia Theological 
Seminary, and desire its betterment and 
the support of the institution by the 
church. (OuTtLooK, Sept. 24). 

I write this letter as a student of the 
seminary, not intending to speak as a 
representative voice of the student body, 
but only to offer to the editors of Tur 
OvuTLooK my heartfelt personal thanks for 
their courageous reporting of the crisis 
through which the seminary has recently 
passed. The Board of Trustees of Colum- 
bia should be praised for the way in which 
they gave their backing to those members 
of the faculty under attack, a group of 
men wholly dedicated to Christ and his 
church, and to the task of preparing men 
who will go out to make a valiant procla- 
mation of the Christian gospel, men not 
afraid to think, whose faith will be such 
that it does not need to be protected be- 
hind an impenetrable wall of defensive- 
ness. 

The step taken by the Board of Trustees 
of Columbia is of far-reaching significance 
for the Presbyterian Church in the South- 
ern United States. Columbia supplies the 
majority of Presbyterian ministers for the 
“Deep South”; and the crisis over racial 
integration which looms on the South’s 
horizon is going to call for spiritual lead- 
ers who are positive and fearless spokes- 
men for the living Christ, and not defend- 
ers of a tradition. May Columbia Sem- 
inary supply those men. I believe that it 
will; and my faith is strengthened by the 
action of our trustees. Thanks for THE 
OvuTLOOK’s support. Continue it. 

Lucius B. DUBOosgE, 
Clinical Year Student Supply 
Canton, North Carolina. 


Robinson Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

“Paul and a Current Dilemma” by 
James M. Robinson (Sept. 17) was superb. 

Would we be allowed to reprint it for 
parish distribution? 

P. KENNETH Morse. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

NOTE—Quite all right with the usual 
source noted.—-Eds. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Tel- 
ephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 25¢a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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U. P. Laymen Organize 
Group to Work for Union 


PITTSBURGH, PA. (RNS)—A group of 
laymen from the United Presbyterian 
Church formed a committee here to pro- 
mote the proposed merger of their de- 
nomination with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 

Last August, another group of United 
Presbyterian laymen organized a com- 
mittee to oppose the projected union 
(OuTLooK, Aug. 27). 

The pro-merger group, to be known as 
the United Presbyterian Laymen’s Com- 
mittee for Union, was set up by some 35 
elders and trustees of UP churches in 
the Pittsburgh district. Among them is 
Judge William H. McNaugher of the 
Allegheny County Common Pleas Court. 

The anti-merger group is called the 
Committee for Information on Church 
Union. It was organized in Pittsburgh 
by about 20 laymen. 

William H. Neely of Pittsburgh, chair- 
man of the pro-union committee, issued 
this statement: 

“Both communions subscribe to the 
same theological beliefs and hold to the 
same forms of government. 

“We believe there is no longer any valid 
reason for the continued separation of 
Christians who hold to the same convic- 
tions and worship and work alike. 

“The formation of the proposed United 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America [the name of the projected 
new church] would make the work that 
both carry on more effective.” 

General Assemblies of both denomina- 

tions approved the merger last spring and 
referred the plan of union to the local 
presbyteries for action early next year. 
Two-thirds of the 257 USA presbyteries 
must approve the step. In the United 
Presbyterian Assembly the proposal was 
‘pproved by more than the required two- 
thirds majority. In the presbyteries, a 
majority of the total individual votes cast 
must be secured, with at least two-thirds 
of the presbyteries voting. 

About half the 245,000 United Presby- 
terians are located in the tri-state area 
of Western Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and Ohio. 

The Presbyterian Church, USA, has a 
membership of about 2,750,000. 
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Presbytery Voting Begins 
On Ordination of Women 


The 86 presbyteries of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., are beginning discussions 
and voting on two far-reaching changes 
which were submitted to them by the 1956 
General Assembly. One deals with 
amendments to the church’s standards on 
the question of divorce and remarriage, 
and the other would make possible the 
ordination of women as elders and dea- 
cons. 

Some presbyteries are making their 
decisions about these questions at the 
fall meeting and others will not vote until 
mid-winter sessions. 

In East Hanover Presbytery, the 
mother presbytery of most of the Southern 
church, ordination of women was ap- 
proved by a 2-1 vote and the changes on 
divorce and remarriage were unanimously 
disapproved and sent back with a request 
that the Assembly name a new committee 
to work on the problem. 

In regard to the latter step, the presby- 
tery took its action on the ground that 
deletion of the proposed material from 
the church’s standards would leave the 
section on marriage without any reference 
at all to the Christian ideal of perma- 
nency in marriage. The Book of Church 
Order would indicate what might be 
done in connection with possible divorce. 
but there would be no reference to it 
whatsoever in the Confession of Faith. 


Women Will Work 


Before the 49-25 vote favoring ordina- 
tion of women was taken, strong support 
of the step had been voiced by J. Hall 
Moore, for fifty years an elder of the 
Ashland, Va., church, who insisted that 
the words of Paul which had been inter- 
preted as restricting the service of women 
applied only to a temporary situation 
long past. He said when you really want 
to get something done in the church you 
appoint a committee and name some 
women on that committee. 

Also voicing vigorous support was 
Donald W. Richardson, a former Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly and a re- 
tired professor of Union Seminary (Va.). 
Dr. Richardson said that interpretations 
of Scripture which are used to prohibit 
the full service of women are based on 
misunderstanding. He traced through 
the Bible, both in the Old Testament and 
the New Testament, how women had been 
ordained for service as preachers and 


leaders of the people. (His talk is sched- 
uled to appear here in an early issue. 


Eds. ) 


Hit at Lawmakers 

An earlier proposal submitted by Fred- 
erick H. Olert, of the Second Church, 
Richmond, calling for an expression of 
regret about recent actions of Virginia 
lawmakers seeking to evade the decision 
of the U. S. Supreme Court on the issue 
of integration in the public schools, was 
deferred until the mid-winter meeting. 

The Olert resolution asked endorse- 
ment of General Assembly actions on the 
question of segregation and urged that 
the presbytery “deplore the action of the 
governor and General Assembly of the 
State of Virginia as a desecration of civil 
and religious liberty.” 

It also called for the presbytery to 
denounce the “encroachment on the right 
of moral suasion in the matter of race 
relations within the context of American 
freedom.” 


USA Presbytery Will 
Ordain Woman Minister 


BETHLEHEM. PA. (RNS)—A woman 
is to be ordained into the ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, for the first 
time. 

Miss Margaret E. Towner, minister of 
Christian education at First Presbyterian 
church of Allentown, Pa., will be or- 
dained Oct. 24 in First Presbyterian 
church, Syracuse, N.Y., it was announced 
at a meeting of the Lehigh Presbytery 
here. 

The denomination’s General Assembly 
last May amended the church constitution 
to permit the ordination of women. Pre- 
viously, the overture had been approved 
by a majority of the church’s 257 presby- 
teries. ' 

Miss Towner said she will continue in 
her post at the Allentown church. 

Before coming to Allentown she served 
as minister of Christian education at 
Takoma Park Presbyterian church, 
Washington, D.C., for a year. 

Miss Towner has a bachelor of divinity 
degree from Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, and a bachelor of arts degree 
from Carleton College, Northfield, Minn. 
She also studied at the Graduate School 
of Education at Syracuse University. 








Propose Federal Union 
Of New Zealand Churches 
AUCKLAND, N. Z. (RNS)—A resolution 
urging the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church of New Zealand to in- 
vestigate the advantages of a federal 
union of non-Roman Catholic Churches 
in this country was adopted by the Auck- 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 


NOTE—U:S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


OCTOBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 1 Corin- 
thians. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.) Where cross 
the crowded ways of life. 

October—Protestant Press Month. 

Oct. 1-Nov. 18, Stewardship and Every 
Member Canvass Season (U.S.). 

Oct. 7, Worldwide Communion Sunday. 

Oct. 10-21, General Commission on Chap- 
lains and Armed Forces Personnel, 
Washington, D. C. 

Oct. 12-21, Presbyterian, USA, Laymen’s 
Seminar on Church, Labor and the City; 
Institute of Industrial Relations, Chi- 
cago. 

Oct. 14, Men and Missions Sunday, NCC. 

Oct. 14-21, Churchmen’s Week, NCC. 

Oct. 14-21, Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Church Extension (U.S.). 

Oct. 15-17, Presbyterian, USA, 
Council, New York. 

Oct. 15-21, National Bible Week. 

Oct. 16-18, National Convocation on the 
Church in Town and Country, NCC. 

Oct. 17, United Churchmen’s Rallies, NCC, 
various cities. 

Oct. 21, Laymen’s Sunday. 

Oct. 21, Offering for the Church's Minis- 
try to Servicemen (USA). 

Oct. 21, World Order Sunday, NCC (Write: 
U.S. Committee for the United Nations, 
816 21st St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.) 

Oct. 21-28, United Nations Week. (Write: 
American Assn. for the United Nations, 
345 E. 46th St., NYC 17.) 

Oct. 22-24, Presbyterian, USA, Council on 
Theological Education, Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. 

Oct. 23-24, NCC Dept. of International Af- 
fairs, New York. 

Oct. 24, United Nations Day. 

Oct. 28, Reformation Sunday (Write: Dept. 
of Evangelism, NCC, 297 4th Ave., NYC 
10.) 

Oct. 30-31, Presbyterian, U. S., 
Council, Atlanta. 

Oct. 31, Reformation Day. 


NOVEMBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 
thians. 

Hymn-of-tthe-Month (U.S.), 
thankful people, come. 

Nov. 1-30, Religion in 
Month. 

Nov. 2, World Community Day. (Write: 
United Church Women, NCC, 175 5th 
Ave., NYC 10 for material.) 

Nov. 4, Freedom of the Press Sunday. 














General 


General 


2 Corin- 
Come, ye 


American Life 


Nov. 4-11, Presbyterian Survey Week 
(U.S.). 

Nov. 6, Election Day. 

Nov. 11, Stewardship Sunday; Every 


Member Canvass Sunday (U.S. & USA). 
Nov. 18, Offering for Homes (U.S.); 
Thanksgiving Sunday. 
Nov. 25, National Missions Day (USA); 
Evangelism Sunday (U. S.). 


land Presbytery at its annual meeting 
here. 

The General Assembly is scheduled to 
meet later this year. 

Under the proposed union plan, each 
affiliated church would retain its identity 
and autonomy but would surrender cer- 
tain legislative powers, within a definite 
prescribed area, to a federal association 
for dealing with “matters of grave im- 
portance affecting church and state.” 


400th Anniversary of 
Knox Marked in Geneva 


GENEVA (RNS)—Church of Scotland 
leaders and officials of the National Prot- 
estant Church of Geneva joined here in 
a three-day celebration marking the 400th 
anniversary of the Geneva ministry of 
John Knox. 

The Scottish reformer studied and 
preached in this city in the 16th century 


and, with John Calvin and others, helped 
form what has become the Presbyterian 
family of churches. 

A highlight of the celebration was a 
service at St. Pierre’s cathedral at which 
Niall D. Watson, former minister at St. 
George’s and St. Peter’s church in Glas- 
gow, was installed as new minister of 
the Scottish Church's congregation in 
Geneva. 

During the anniversary celebration, 
public lectures were delivered by Prof. 
Paul Geisendorf of Geneva and Dean G. 
B. Henderson of the divinity faculty of 
Aberdeen (Scotland) University, past 
Moderator of the Scottish General As- 
sembly. 

Charles W. Arbuthnot, Jr., of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, had been act- 
ing minister of the local Scottish congre- 
gation prior to the installation of Dr. 
Watson. 


Minister's Case Studies 


In Charles S. Braden’s Study of Spirit- 
ual Healing in the Churches (mimeo- 
graphed) ‘ta Methodist minister in a 
large church in a mid-western city re- 
ports two cases in his own words”: 


Young man, in misunderstanding with 
wife, attempts to take his life. Shot him- 
self. Bullet penetrated section of heart. 
Doctors held out no hope. Request for 
a minister. I answered call. Patient sure 
he was going to die. Had not been sleep- 
ing. After some talk I continued: 


“Guess you wouldn’t do that again, 
would you, Charlie?” 

“No, I wouldn’t, but I don’t have an- 
other chance,” he said. 

“IT wouldn’t say that. There are two 
things I want you to remember—first— 
you have a great God who created you, 
who can heal you, who loves you and 
who may, if you deeply wish it, give you 
another chance. Second—you have excel- 
lent doctors and nurses who are ready to 
do everything to get you well and make 
it possible for you to have another chance. 
Do you believe that?” 

“Yes,” he said, “I believe it.’ 

“Do you want that?” 

“Yes,” he said, “I want it.” 

“All right,” I said, “we are now going 
to have prayer. Then I want you to go 
to sleep. I will come in again tomorrow 
to see you and I will keep coming each 
day until you get out of here.” 

That is precisely what happened. I 
went each day. He finally got out. 

Now, when I was sent for, the doctors 
gave him only a few hours to live. 

At Easter, which came a few months 
later, I received him and his family into 
the church. 


Case 2—Woman, age 38. 


Called from lunch to administer com- 
munion to wife of member of our church 
who was dying. Met doctor in hospital 
hall. “Is it so serious doctor?” I said. 
“Yes,” he replied, ‘a matter of hours.” 
I went in. The nurse was there. Before 
communion, I talked with patient. She 
was conscious and able to talk. 

“Quite sick, aren’t you?” I said. 

“Yes, very sick,” she replied. 

“One of the interesting experiences in 


my life as a minister is in watching folks 
come into a hospital sick, so very sick, 
even as you are, and then in a short time 
finding that they go out in good bealth.” 

“That is wonderful,” she said. 

“Well, I said, “that is for you, too.” 

“Oh, I wish it were,” she replied. 

“Tell me,” I asked, “you have a little 
daughter, don’t you?” 

“Yes,” she said, “She is just ten years 
old.” 

“Just at the time when she needs you 
most, don’t you think?” 

“Yes, she does.” 

“All right,” I said, “remember you have 
a great and powerful God—remember the 
doctor and the nurses are doing every- 
thing to help. We are going to have com- 
munion and prayer, then I want you to 
promise me that you will make a hard 
fight to stay around for your husband and 
your daughter. You will do that, won't 
you?” 

“T promise,” she said. 

After communion and prayer, I prom- 
ised to come in the next day. 

She promised to try hard to be there. 
She made a complete recovery. 

The doctor, meeting me subsequently, 
said: ‘“Well—I didn’t do it. God did. 
According to my time schedule she should 
be in heaven now but instead she is at 
home and in good health.” 


Cases like these could be given in con- 
siderable numbers, if there were space 
available. On reading them over, one 
notes that in every case advantage has 
been taken of available medical skill. 
There is no disposition on the part of 
ministers to replace the trained physician, 
rather to cooperate with him and to sup- 
plement what he is able to do with the 
resources of religion. This is good. It is 
proper. Over and over again the statement 
has been made that all healing is of God, 
and that he uses the physicians’ skill or 
medicines to effect his purposes, as well 
as prayer and other spiritual means. So 
long as this attitude is preserved it is 
difficult to see how other than good can 
come of a minister’s use of spiritual heal- 
ing in his ministry. 
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e@ A few excerpts from a new book just published, 
decling with “Faith Healing and the Christian Faith’ 


Health, Healing and the Will of God 


F THE PURPOSE of Jesus’ healing 

ministry was .. . to reveal the com- 
passionate love of God for mankind, then 
there is every reason to believe that the 
followers of Christ have a perennial ob- 
ligation to reflect the compassion of God 
as best we are able to those who are sick. 
So we believe that signs of the divine 
compassion should continue during the 
entire era when the gospel is being 
preached, and the Kingdom established; 
that is, to the very end of history. But 
these signs will, I believe, have only a 
slight, if any, connection with the freak 
phenomena of the faith healers. 

We should look today for signs which 
effectively express the divine spirit of 
compassion in the area of healing primar- 
ily from Christian doctors, surgeons, den- 
tists, medical scientists, psychiatrists, 
nurses, and technicians who have put 
forth sacrificial efforts to learn the prin- 
ciples, the techniques, the means by which 
God heals, in order that they may co- 
operate with him. 


Continuing Responsibility 

The fact that the disciples and other 
Christians healed in New Testament days 
supports our conclusion that healing is 
a perennial responsibility of Christian 
people. When Jesus called the twelve 
disciples, he “gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every disease and every infirmity” 
(Matthew 10:1). Both during and fol- 
lowing his earthly ministry, the disciples 
shared in Jesus’ healing ministry (Mark 
6:13; Luke 9:1,6). 

There are nineteen records of healing 
in the book of Acts, of which thirteen 
definitely refer to physical healings, and 
five others probably so. The disciples, 
Paul, the deacon Philip, and a layman 
named Ananias were instrumental in 
these cures. Also, Paul in his writings 
refers three times to “‘gifts of healing.” 
Finally, there is the familiar passage in 
James (5:13-16) which shows that the 
early church expected healings to take 
place in response to prayer when the pray- 
er was accompanied by confession and 
the best medicines available. 

A study of these passages reveals that 
there were no cures when the patient was 
absent, as happened in the healing min- 
istry of Jesus. The disciples apparently 
did not make use of the more complicated 
mechanisms discovered by Weatherhead 
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in his analysis of Jesus’ healing tech- 
niques. Rather “they are all instances 
of cures in which . . . there seems to be 
a simple challenge made by the healer 
to the ‘faith,’ or rather trustful expect- 
ancy, of the patient and the mention of 
the name and power of Jesus.” So did 
they continue to carry out the commis- 
sion which they received from Jesus. 

Our conclusion that Christian people 
are under a continuing obligation to heal 
the sick is supported finally by our sur- 
render of the “supernatural” label so 
often attached to New Testament mira- 
cles. Only so can the presumption that 
others may learn to emulate Jesus in his 
use of the laws of healing be justified. 
We may now understand that the tech- 
niques employed by Jesus and the dis- 
ciples in the treatment of sickness are 
from God in the same way that healing 
drugs, herbs, and chemicals, are from 
him. All alike are graciously provided 
by God, and are available for man’s dis- 
covery and use. 

“He impressed the mind with its laws 
and psychotherapists must obey them in 
order to heal sufferers. . . . It belongs to 
human wisdom to systematize the laws, 
which govern spiritual healing, and these 
laws must be learned from the study of 
Christ’s methods and from experience 
gleaned in the use of the knowledge so 
obtained.” (G.G. Dawson) 

Here, I submit, is cause for encourage- 
ment—that at long last, serious attempts 
are now being made to determine what 
light can be thrown on the subject of 
healing by a careful study of the cures of 
Jesus. There is no reason why we should 
not explore by scientific methods the 
limits and laws of mind over matter, 
learning in the process all that can be 
known from the records of New Testa- 
ment cures. 


Sickness and the Will of God 

An examination of the writings of the 
faith healers reveals that they consistently 
operate with the assumption that all sick- 
ness is contrary to God’s will, and that he 
wills perfect health for everyone. .. . 

In spite of finding no explicit state- 
ments to this effect in Scripture, they 
nevertheless unhesitatingly assure people 
that it is the will of God to heal every- 
one. They of course arrive at their posi- 
tion by way of various inferences, argu- 
ments, and considerations which are more 
or less remotely related to the teaching of 
Scripture. ... 

Far from sickness being always against 
the will of God, as the faith healers 
teach, the Bible makes it plain that God 


could not eradicate all sickness without 
at the same time banishing some other 
values of supreme importance. 

But perhaps the greatest single dis- 
covery about sickness we can make from 
a study of the Bible is the truth that it 
always has divine meaning for us. God 
always tries to say something to us 
through our experience of adversity. Ac- 
cording to the Bible, everything that 
happens to people has divine meaning. 
The constant question of the men and 
women whom God used in Biblical days 
was, “What is God saying to me through 
this?” The authors of Scripture there- 
fore teach that even misfortune, acci- 
dent, disease, and suffering of all kinds 
have meaning. ... 

Five Lessons 


Some of the lessons God tries to teach 
us through misfortune are relatively easy 
to apprehend. Five of these may be men- 
tioned. 

The first, and most important mean- 
ing of adversity is that it provides an 
essential condition for developing a 
Christlike character. . . . 

A second of these easy-to-apprehend 
divine meanings of sickness occurs when 
the illness is traceable to an unrelieved 
sense of guilt. Under such circumstances, 
the sickness is clearly God’s way of call- 
ing us to confession, to dependence upon 
his mercy, and to repentance. 

Third, the presence of sickness is one 
of God’s ways of calling forth the sym- 
pathy, understanding, unselfish service, 
and love of members of the human fam- 
ily for the sick person. The sufferings 
of the helpless and innocent stimulate 
inquiry and research. .. . 

Fourth, the presence of illness is al- 
ways a reminder of our creatureliness, 
our finitude, our mortality, our ultimate 
dependence upon God. .. . 

The fifth important lesson that God 
teaches is the redemptive value of suf- 
fering. As the disciples came to perceive 
that God was incarnate in Christ, they 
began to learn also the amazing fact that 
God was a suffering God, who for love’s 
sake endured the Cross to provide re- 
demption for sinful men. In this, there 
was a revelation of the redemptive value 
of suffering. The realization of what 
God was willing to suffer in our behalf 
is precisely that which alone has power 
to move us to repentance. 

Not only does God suffer, but he also 
calls upon all those who believe in him 
to share in this fellowship of his suf- 
ferings. ... 


Mystery Remains 
Of course it is not always easy to un: 
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derstand what God is trying to teach us 
through adversity. After one has done 
his best to understand the problem of 
human suffering, a vast margin of mys- 
tery remains. After all, can we reason- 
ably expect it to be otherwise when we 
creatures are attempting to comprehend 
the providences of God, whose ways are 
above our ways, and whose thoughts are 
above our thoughts? (Isaiah 55:9.) We 
do not understand why God permits one 
man to escape serious adversity, and re- 
quires another to have seemingly more 
than his share. We do not know why 
God created germs, house flies, cobras. 
Often we do not know what lesson God 
is trying to teach us through a particular 
experience of adversity. 

“There are many acts of parents, phy- 
sicians, and other adults which to a small 
child seem only distressing and altogether 
unreasonable but which are seen in the 
later perspective of maturity to have been 
wise and good. It would be a mystery, 
indeed, if from our limited human per- 
spective we could unfailingly appreciate 
the value of all the hard experiences which 
God knew to be for our good.” (Harold 
DeWolf.) 

We do not claim that mistakes are 
never made in trying to learn the divine 
meaning of events. But even so, we 
have faith that the divine meaning is 
there, and we must never abandon the 
effort to comprehend it. 

To that person who suffers sickness I 
therefore say, Divest your mind of the 
notion that you are in the grip of demonic 
forces which God is helpless to prevent. 
Ask yourself rather, What lesson is God 
trying to teach me through this experi- 
ence? Have I been intentionally or un- 
intentionally violating some of his moral 
laws or some of his laws of health? Are 
there potential character-building values 
in this experience for me? Can I so use 
this experience as to co-operate with God 
in his redemptive purposes for mankind ? 

Whoever asks such questions sincerely 
will put himself in the way to have his 
affliction become for him, as it has for 
so many of God’s saints, a door through 
which will come some of the greatest 
blessings God ever gives to man. 


Help from a “Healer’’? 

As we seek to focus the light of the 
Bible upon the problems raised by the 
modern faith healing movement, let us 
imagine some faithful Christian believers 
receiving bad news from doctors. One 
is told that his illness will be fatal; an- 
other is told to adjust herself to being 
chronically ill for the remainder of her 
life; and two others, parents of a small 
child, are assured there is no known cure 
for their child’s sickness. 

Would such persons be well advised 
to seek help from a faith healer? Sup- 
posing that they have exhausted medical 
and psychiatric resources, and that they 
have utilized all of the religious resources 
available to all of God’s children regard- 
less of their denomination, can the faith 


healers do for such persons more than 
can be done for them through these other 
channels? 

Before attempting to answer these ques- 
tions, let us admit that no man can an- 
swer them finally for another. Let us 
admit that medical science, for all its 
marvels, is not omniscient. Let us admit 
that our major Protestant denominations 
have been somewhat slow in working out 
and in making available to their con- 
stituency the implications of our Chris- 
tian heritage for health. Let us grant 
that the faith healing movement has 
had some successes, and that the older 
denominations can learn something of 
value through the study of the faith phe- 


nomena (without, however, being under 
the necessity of sharing their illusions 
and falsehoods). And finally, let us 
grant that when one is told of his own 
mortal illness, or that his child’s sickness 
is incurable, these are no times for false 
pride to prevent anyone from doing what 
is humanly possible to prove such diag- 
noses wrong. 

Even so, I could not, in the light of 
such findings as have now been shared 
with the reader, conscientiously advise 
anyone to seek help from a_ faith 
healer... . 

—From Faith Healing and the Chris- 
tian Faith. Copyrighted. Used by per- 


mission of John Knox Press. 


From the Commission of the Church of Scotland 


On Spiritual Healing 


T IS, of course, at this time only pos- 

sible to make an interim report to the 
General Assembly; but in view of the 
ever-growing interest in the subject, such 
an interim report will perhaps be expected 
and desired. 

In England interest in divine healing 
extends back for a good many years. In- 
itiated and widened by the formation of 
unofficial groups such as the Guild of 
Health, the Guild of St. Raphael and the 
Divine Healing Mission, this increasing 
interest led finally to the appointment 
in 1944, under the inspiration of Arch- 
bishop William Temple, of a “Churches’ 
Council of Healing,” representative both 
of the Medical and Nursing professions 
and of most of the churches in Britain. 

The two archbishops have also set up 
a Church of England Commission to in- 
vestigate the whole field of divine heal- 
ing, which has so far issued no final re- 
port of its findings. 

In Scotland during the last few years 
interest in the subject has been steadily 
growing; and a good many ministers, es- 
pecially in the larger towns, and some- 
times in consultation with doctors, have 
begun to exercise a ministry of spiritual 
healing through prayer and the laying-on 
of hands. 

The time is therefore plainly opportune 
for a closer and more careful inquiry; 
and the commission appointed by the 
General Assembly in 1954 had as its 
remit “‘to investigate the matter of spirit- 
ual healing, to examine the theological 
implications, and formulate, with the ap- 
proval of the General Assembly, definite 





This is the last report to the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland by its Commission 
Anent Spiritual Healing. A full 
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guidance for both ministers and laymen 
of the church.” 

Since that time the commission, with 
additional co-opted members, has met on 
five occasions. Representative in charac- 
ter, it consists of five physicians and sur- 
geons (four nominated by the British 
Medical Association); two members of 
the legal profession; a woman hospital 
chaplain; and twelve ministers (three of 
them professors of divinity). 


Differences Appear 

Inevitably in the course of discussion 
certain differences in outlook and ap- 
proach to the whole matter of spiritual 
healing have disclosed themselves. That 
was to be expected; but what is perhaps 
more significant is the wide measure of 
general agreement which has appeared. 

A factor which emphasises the need 
for a true understanding of the ministry 
of spiritual healing is a recognition of 
the close connection and constant inter- 
action between body, mind and spirit; 
and a resulting recognition by many doc- 
tors and ministers that closer mutual co- 
operation is required. 

There would, indeed, appear to be many 
members of the medical profession who 
gladly recognize the help that can be 
given by a minister of religion in bringing 
to the sick and suffering a consciousness 
of God’s presence and healing power, 
with a consequent sense of inner peace 
and relaxation, freedom from fear and 
foreboding, and in many cases a banish- 
ing or diminution of physical pain and 
discomfort. In a supplement to the Brit- 
ish Medical Journal of 8th November 
1947 there appeared these important 
statements: 

“The Council has considered and dis- 
cussed with representatives of the Church- 
es’ Council of Healing, the relationship of 
doctor and priest or minister in connec- 
tion with their respective vocations, and 
the ways in which their co-operation will 
be of service to the community. . . . The 
Council of the B.M.A. is of opinion that 
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there is no ethical reason to prevent medi- 
cal practitioners from co-operating with 
clergy in all cases, and more especially 
those in which the doctor in charge of the 
patient thinks that religious ministrations 
will conduce to health and peace of mind, 
or lead to recovery. . . . Moral aspects in 
the cause, treatment, and prevention of 
disease cannot be overlooked, and in this 
field also it is desirable that there should 
be fuller co-operation. Medicine and the 
church working together should encourage 
a dynamic philosophy of health. Health 
is more than a physical problem, and the 
patient’s attitude both to illness and to 
other problems is an important factor in 
his recovery and adjustment to life... 
For these reasons we welcome opportuni- 
ties for discussion and co-operation in the 
future between qualified medical practi- 
tioners and all who have a concern for 
the religious needs of their patients.” 


Two Principles 

1. All healing is from God, the Source 
of life and health. Any sort of distinc- 
tion as between the scientific practice of 
medicine and the ministry of healing 
through prayer and intercession which 
tends to speak of the former as “human” 
and the latter as “divine” is, of course, 
entirely misleading. God is at work 
alike through the application of medical 
knowledge and skill and through the 
prayer of the faith healer. 

Doctors and ministers of religion alike 
are to be regarded as instruments or chan- 
nels of God’s healing power. Spiritual 
healing is not to be thought of as a sub- 
stitute for scientific medicine, but as com- 
plementary to it. In some cases the ap- 
plication of ordinary medical treatment 
will be sufficient to effect a cure. In many 
cases medical treatment will be greatly 
reinforced by the pastoral ministry of 
prayer and intercession, and in certain 
cases of illness, where medicine seems to 
have reached a limit of effectiveness, 
prayer and the laying-on of hands will 
often bring inner tranquility and even 
relief from suffering. 

2. In undertaking spiritual healing 
co-operation between a minister of reli- 
gion and the patient’s physician is essen- 
tial. Where this is not done, grave 
dangers may occur. For example, where 
a minister of religion is successful in 
abolishing some of the external symptoms 
of disease and removing pain, the patient 
may be led to think that he is completely 
healed, although the fundamental deep- 
seated malady is actually untouched. 


Closer Collaboration 


Plainly, therefore, there is need for 
closer collaboration between members of 


the medical profession and the clergy 
than at present exists. Too often in the 
past it has been assumed that each has 
his own province, and that neither should 
attempt to intrude into the domain of the 
other. Developments both in psychoso- 
matic medicine and in psychiatry have 
shown that any such separation is un- 
realistic and unjustifiable. Disease is not 
a phenomenon which can be treated in 
independence of the whole personality of 
the individual concerned. Mind and body 
interact too closely. ‘There are no dis- 
eases; there are only sick persons.” 
Moreover, where the agent of healing, 
whether minister or doctor, remembers 
that he is dealing with the whole man, 
body, mind and spirit, and keeps that 
thought constantly before the patient, 
then there will be no shock of grievous 
disappointment and no loss of Christian 
faith if it turns out that physical cure 
is not effected. 

The commission still has many aspects 
of the subject to investigate. There are 
several important theological issues which 
demand fuller consideration before any 
full-scale report can be made. It is also 
especially hoped to hear more evidence of 
specific cases of disease treated by meth- 
ods of spiritual healing, and to attempt 
to assess their implications. 

Meantime, however, the commission 
desires simply to make one or two ele- 
mentary, general recommendations: 

(a) In the exercise of a ministry of 
spiritual healing, whether by a group or 
an individual, it is of vital importance 
to recognize that it is the whole man who 
is to be healed; and that the physical 
aspect should not be unduly emphasized. 
What is of vital concern is the total 
health, physical, mental and spiritual, 
of the individual person. In many cases 
the chief and most important benefit con- 
ferred by such treatment will not be the 
relief of physical suffering, but the res- 
toration of mental poise through the re- 
covery of a sense of God’s presence, or 
the attainment of spiritual peace through 
the experience of penitence and divine 
forgiveness. Where these latter aspects 
are forgotten or left out of account, the 
sense of perspective is lost, and the indi- 
vidual may be encouraged to think of his 
wellbeing only in terms of physical 
health. 

(b) In the exercise of a ministry of 
spiritual healing, all publicity, especially 
through the press, should be strictly 
avoided. Such a ministry, as already 
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pointed out, is, or ought to be, part of 
the pastoral ministry, and any person 
being ministered to should be able to 
count on complete privacy. Certain ar- 
ticles, and even photographs, which have 
from time to time appeared in the press, 
showing services of healing and the lay- 
ing-on of hands, do great harm and can 
only bring such a ministry into disrepute. 
(c) It is much to be desired that, when 
practicable, doctors and clergy should 
meet unofficially from time to time to ex- 
change views about various aspects of 
spiritual healing. Only through the joint 
consideration of the whole subject, and 
the frank exchange of opinions between 
members of the medical profession and 
the church, is a balanced and compre- 
hensive view of the whole field likely to 
be reached. 
NEvILE Davinson, Convener. 
T. CrouTHER Gorpon, Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL 


Ordaining Women 


It is interesting to see in the current 
debate in the U. S. church on the or- 
dination of women that, contrary to other 
situations, the lines of division have 
nothing to do with age. That is, young 
ministers are not set off against older 
men. 

In one presbytery, for example, it was 
the older men, some retired, who led the 
way for approval of the enabling action 
which is now being discussed. 

Among the reasons for and against the 
step which are offered is what the women 
may or may not want. That always 
appears as was true in 1923 when the 
chief opponent of adding women to the 
church’s executive committees said he 
never had heard that the women wanted 
that provision. 

A great many men do not want to be 
elders or deacons. Countless men have 
had to be urged to accept the office but 
that has nothing to do with this question 
or many another where we seek to work 
out plans and programs in conformity 
with the will of God. 

It would be strange and it might be 
embarrassing if some or many women 
were clamoring for this step. It might be 
self-defeating. We know of no one who 
openly or covertly is aspiring to ordina- 
tion to one of these offices. What is at 
stake is something far more important 
than what individuals may or may not 
want. The issue here is at the root of 
our understanding of Christian person- 
ality—what is a person in the light of the 
New Testament? 

Our reception of an individual into 
church membership is alike for one and 
all. It must be. Members of the Chris- 
tian fellowship are on a parity; they must 
be unless we revise some of our basic 
beliefs about salvation. 

Experience in other churches is con- 
clusive that not many women, either in 
numbers or proportionately, will be or- 
dained, but removal of the barrier will 





enable us to demonstrate a bit more con- 
clusively what we actually profess to 
believe about people. 


Self-Study 


Presbyterians will be interested in the 
current self-study underway in the Meth- 
odist Church. While many differences in 
terminology and organization will be 
noted, a good many ideas will be gained 
from an examination of the printed helps 
which are available from the Methodist 
Publishing Liouse, 810 Broadway, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn. 

A Kit containing ‘five “local church 
emphasis booklets” will cost 40¢. These 
are entitled: A BETTER RECORD FOR 
Our CuurcH IN: (1) Evangelism; (2) 
Christian Education; (3) Missions; (4) 
Christian Stewardship and Finance; and 
(5) Social Concerns. There is also a four- 
page Self-Study Guide. Quantity rates 
are offered for the booklets so as to have 
them in the hands of committee members 
engaged in each study. 

Quite naturally, there would be many 
changes that anyone would wish had been 
made in such helps. Like this one: The 
old fallacy about “Full-time Christian 
service” is carried on in the Stewardship 
booklet where ‘‘full-time church voca- 
tions” might have been used, applying to 
ministers, missionaries and others. Fur- 
ther, in the Stewardship booklet, there is 
no inquiry into the possibility of some 
church organizations following unsound 
and unworthy practices in money-making 
projects (which many do). And, the 
tithe is used as practically synonymous 
with stewardship as if that fulfilled the 
Christian requirement. 

Another clue to an alert, well-informed 
and vigorous church would be the num- 
ber of members subscribing to and read- 
ing a good church weekly like, in our 
case, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
Somebody, in preparing the materials, 
should have caught a serious omission 
like that! 


p=) 


Devotional Material 


Kirby Page, whose contributions ap- 
pear occasionally in these columns, is 
offering a helpful service for any locality 
claiming it. For five years now he has 
produced, at no expense to recipients, 
small booklets of helpful devotional mes- 
sages. These are offered to ministers and 
others who will use them in community 
weekly newspapers and in other good 
ways, including church bulletins, church 
papers, mimeographed inserts, radio pro- 
grams, devotional and prayer groups, and 
in visiting the sick. 

Naturally these cost something, and he 
will now accept one dollar which will 
keep people on the mailing list for the 
next three years. He is also offering a 
96-page volume with heavy paper covers 
providing 92 selections from the four 
annual series already issued. Called ‘the 


cream of the crop,” these would probably 
provide a good many resources for people 
who have to lead the worship in group 
meetings. They also would be stimulat- 
ing for personal use. 

Dr. Page’s address is Box 247, La 
Habra, California. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Suez. From a Christian viewpoint 
the main issue is not who operates the 
canal or what the charges shall be. The 
main issues are whether such an issue 
can be settled without war and whether 
the utter misery, the starvation, the co- 
lonialism, the slavery shall continue. It 
may help our thinking to imagine our- 
selves in Nasser’s position, presiding 
over a pitifully poverty-stricken people 
whose average income is not over $100 
per year ($8.50 per month). 


We Are Slipping. The Arab and 
Asiatic nations esteem us less and less. 
Principal reasons: (1) They cannot un- 
derstand how we can be so silly and so 
unfair as to judge a man’s social value 
by the color-of his skin (nor can we); 
(2) they think that we lay too much 
stress on money and other material values 
(do we not?); (3) while we are not 
guilty of colonialism, we are close buddies 
of the nations that are. We ought all 
to read The Changing Environment of 
International Relations, by the president 
of Columbia University. (Brookings In- 
stitution, Washington, D. C. ($2.50) 


No Little Quarrels, These. Jerome 
Davis is right in saying (in his book 
Religion in Action) that we shall be 
judged by the help or discouragement we 
give to the aspirations of our brothers in 
Asia and Africa but he is all wrong in 
disparaging “our little quarrels with 
communism and the police state.” The 
battle against atheistic communism and 
the police state is a major battle, so big 
that the church cannot deal with these 
evils effectively unless the quality of lay 
discipleship improves greatly. 





Omission. In commenting on Pres- 
byterianism at the political conventions 
I omitted reference to Robert King Bell, 
“who rubbed the blackboards of Mis- 
souri Valley and Hastings Colleges, grad- 
uated from McCormick, has a son pre- 
paring for the ministry and opened the 
Democratic convention with prayer.” 


Lawyer's Liquor. A splendid young 
man graduates from the University of 
Pennsylvania and studies law. Now he 
lives on the Bowery and has had 38 con- 
victions for larceny. Asks the Court: 
“Are you a lawyer?” Answer : “I was, 
but was disbarred. Your honor, I never 
have stolen anything except liquor.” Re- 
ported in New Vork Times, June 11, 
1956. 
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SUNDAY MORNING AT SUN DONG 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works.”’—He- 
brews 10:24. 


HE somewhat battered sign at the 

gate said, when literally translated: 
KorEAN JESUS RELIGION PRESBYTERIAN 
Sunc Done CHuRcH—“ Jesus Religion” 
meaning Protestant in general, and Sung 
Dong being the name of the local district 
in the city of Seoul. 

The congregation had been there be- 
fore, first at a pre-dawn prayer meeting, 
a feature of the Korean church, and later 
at Sunday school. The congregation 
came from north Korea, part of the five 
million refugees from the Communists. 
Probably no family in it does not mourn 
a loved one as a direct or indirect result 
of the Communist invasion. They meet 
upstairs in a large, light, bare room. 
At least it looks bare to an American 
eye because there are no chairs. Shoes 
are removed at the door and left on a 
shelf or carried, if you like, in a little 
burlap bag. 

The women and girls, all in the pic- 
torial Korean costume, sit on the floor 
on one side, filling about two-thirds of the 
room; the men, in plain western clothes 
but likewise with their shoes off, sit in 
the other third. (About the proportion 
in most American churches if sexes were 
separated. ) 

There is nothing ecclesiastical about 
the architecture. It is simply a large 
room in need of paint, with black-and- 
white signs over each window indicating 
the names of the church school classes— 
the Faith Class, the Hope Class, and so 
on. On the platform is a western-style 
set of pulpit furniture, so that pastor and 
visiting preacher sit on chairs. There is 
a large young people’s choir over in the 
corner by the piano. Good voices, too. 
The tiny mimeographed bulletin could 
be identified as the order of service by 
the hymn numbers and the Scripture ref- 
erence, though what book of the Bible 
it might be, one had to ask. If the service 
were all in English one might shut one’s 
eyes and imagine oneself in any American 
church, not very large nor very small. 

The Korean hymnbook, like the Chi- 
nese, is full of good hymns, but all west- 
ern. It is hard to find a single hymn 
which was not the product, both words 
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and music, of western lands. It would 
be like using, in America, a hymnal 
made up altogether of translations from 
the Danish, with no melody native to 
the western hemisphere. 

It must give Christian worship a rather 
foreign flavor to Koreans who encounter 
it for the first time. But unlike the 
probable behavior of Americans under 
such circumstances, these Koreans do 
sing, almost everyone joining in. None 
of the timid half-hearted efforts charac- 
teristic of some city Presbyterian 
churches, none of the loud twanging 
through the nose that one often hears in 
country churches—just good unison sing- 
ing. 

HERE had been a Bible conference 

for a week or two, and the Bible 
teacher preached the sermon, based on 
Hebrews 10. At a distance he looked 
a little like Billy Graham and even 
sounded like him at times. His delivery 
was extremely rapid, not quite a sing- 
song, but with a rhythmical effect one 
associates with other than Presbyterian 
churches back home. The sermon was 
Scriptural, brought home to the congre- 
gation by illustrations and applications 
which held their attention. 

At the time of the offering there was 
opportunity not only for the congrega- 
tion but for the two ministers and the 
choir to contribute. One could not recall 
ever seeing a collecting deacon approach 
the pulpit in America. It might be a 
good idea. 

The principal difference, inside the 
church, between that service and one in 
our own country at eleven Sunday morn- 
ing, was in the period of common prayer. 
Not only were there more prayers in the 
order of service, some by laymen, but at 
one point the whole congregation joined 
in. First the minister began, in a low 
tone, and then first one and then another 
would begin to pray, still in a low tone, 


till perhaps a score or more were offering 
audible prayers. This low hum grew 
higher and more intense, until the room 
was filled with these many prayers and 
it would have been hard to speak above 
it all, in the street below. Finally, all 
began to subside at once, and with the 
sound of a silver bell the room was again 
silent. 


HE service was marked off as dif- 

ferent from that of free churches in 
other parts of the world, to this writer, 
not chiefly by language nor by anything 
else inside the room. The peculiar ele- 
ment was the constant noise from outside. 
Not deliberate disturbance, but only the 
ordinary chatter and din of a narrow 
street in an oriental city which is still 
mostly non-Christian. All the shops 
were open, and the haggling went on, the 
children playing in the streets, the pony- 
cartmen yelling at their ponies, business 
as usual. It is one thing to carry on 
Christian worship in a church set apart 
in its green acre or ten acres, on a street 
deserted because it is Sunday; and an- 
other thing to hold worship with doors 
and windows wide open, in the midst 
of all the noise of a city that has no day 
of rest. One can imagine what it must 
have been like in the churches of Corinth 
and Antioch and Rome. One sees why 
the Catholic church set its early houses 
of worship in places apart. 

But this congregation was not dis- 
turbed. The people gave attention to the 
Word, they sang the old songs—There is 
a fountain filled with blood; I surrender 
all; This is my story—. They talked 
differently, they dressed a little differ- 
ently, their customs were different, they 
would go home to eat different food in 
their own way. But still the stranger 
felt at home. Thanks to the western 
tunes, one knew sometimes just what 
these people were thinking. ‘This is my 
story, this is my song... .” 

The story and the song are the same 
the world around. No strangeness of cus- 
tom or of clothing can conceal the Chris- 
tian heart. 
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ECUMENICAL CONVERSATION 7 


Cooperation and Unity 


The first step 
The unity we seek in Christ surely re- 
quires of us to listen together to him and 
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to bear witness together. Are the churches 
in our town already doing this? To an- 
swer this question, each group should 
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compile a list of activities in which the 
churches are now cooperating. Which 
of the following descriptions best fits the 
present program? 

“Cooperation among the denominations 


of our town is limited to areas where each 
church is unable to do its work alone.” 


or 

“Our churches act together in all mat- 
ters except those in which deep differences 
of conviction compel them to act sep- 
arately.” 

Discussion: Is this present program of 
activity in our town rightly described as 
genuine cooperation? Does it depend 
on considerations of expediency or on 
deep desires for witnessing and praying 
together? Does it represent the central 
core of the church’s work or only the 
marginal interests? How much energy 
is channeled into joint devotion, into lis- 
tening together, and into working to- 
gether? Do laymen in our churches con- 
sider cooperation with other congregations 
to be “as vital to our Christian experience 
and obedience as is our fidelity to the 
local parish?” (Norman Goodall) 


The second step 

Because cooperative work is so often 
an “extra,” added to the schedule of 
parish activities and supported by only 
those few people who have spare time and 
energy, it sometimes appears to be a poor 
substitute for more genuine oneness in 
Christ, and even an evasion of Christ's 
demands for obedience. Hence, Bishop 
Stephen Neill’s warning: 

“Cooperation and unity are both good 
things . . . but they belong to different 
dimensions of existence. . . . Cooperation 
thrives on compromise . . . leaves undis- 
turbed the sovereignty of all the contract- 
ing parties... (It is) an attempt to secure 
the blessings of unity without paying the 
price of penitence. In the higher world of 
unity none of these things is true.” 

Discussion: Is Bishop Neill right in 
holding that the unity we seek is not 
merely the extension of the present forms 
of cooperation? Do the present types of 
cooperation actually provide a substitute 
for genuine unity? Can we distinguish 
between two types of cooperation: one 
which makes us content with existing 
divisions, and one which forces us toward 
a deeper togetherness? Jf so, which type 
characterizes cooperation in your locality? 


The third step 

Many Christians suppose that the in- 
crease in the number of cooperative ac- 
tivities among the churches of a com- 
munity leads directly to the greater unity 
we seek. But the story in many Ameri- 
can communities seems to support the 
conclusion that the extension of joint ac- 
tivities during the past decade has not 
actually increased true unity. We must 
therefore ask: what kind of cooperation 
does contribute to genuine unity? 

“Cooperation must not be adopted as a 
substitute for union. . . . Cooperation is 
not co-existence in a passive sense. It is 
a staying together and growing together 
in a fellowship of the Spirit which is dy- 
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first in a series of regional gatherings to 
be held over the country during the next 
year, culminating in a national meeting 
on the same theme next Sept. 3-10 at 
Oberlin (O.) College under the auspices 
of the World Council’s American branch. 

Dr. Cavert indicated that these meet- 
ings were planned to focus the attention 
of local churches and “thoughtful lay- 
men and laywomen”’ on problems that 
heretofore have been dealt with only on 
an international level by the World Coun- 
cil’s Faith and Order Commission. 

He said the aim of the Oberlin con- 
ference will be to bring the subject of 
church unity “down from the ecclesias- 
tical stratosphere to the level of concern 
of the local congregation.” 

“In America discussions of church 
unity have tended to be on too pragmatic 
and superficial a level,” he said. “Ar- 
guments for it have usually centered 
around the advantages or disadvantages 
in terms of more efficient administration 
and more successful accomplishment of 
certain tasks. There has been too little 
attention to the distinctively spiritual 
aspects of the matter. 

“We have been too little aware of the 
way in which we weaken or even deny our 
profession of oneness in Christ by the 
failure of Christians to make that oneness 
manifest to the world in the life of the 
churches. We need a fuller appreciation 
of the fact that the primary significance 
of Church unity would be its witness to 
the power of Christ to unit all peoples 
in one fellowship of love.” 

J. Carter Swaim of New York, an ex- 
ecutive of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Christian Educa- 
tion, urged the conference participants to 
“keep the Biblical idea of the church 
always in the forefront.” 

“The Bible is the one possession all 
Christians have in common,” he said, 
“and the more they enter into its spirit 
the closer are they drawn to each other.” 


16 Scholarship Winners 


Enroll at Wooster 

The College of Wooster (Ohio) at- 
tracted almost one-third of the 50 Pres- 
byterian, USA, scholarship winners of 
this year (OUTLOOK, Sept. 3). 

Enrollment of these recent high school 
graduates shows 16 going to Wooster, with 
Macalester (Minnesota) running next 
with six. Other colleges enrolled the fol- 
lowing number of scholarship winners 
from the churchwide contest: 

Trinity (Texas), 4 

Maryville (Tenn.), 3 

Beaver (Pa.), 3 

Whitworth (Wash.), 2 

Wilson (Pa.), 2 

Grove City (Pa.), 2 

Lewis & Clark (Ore.), 2 

Occidental (Calif.), 2 

The following institutions enrolled one 
each: Lindenwood (Mo.), Park (Mo.), 
Emporia (Kan..), Westminster (Mo.), 
Hanover (Ind.), Carroll (Wis.), Has- 
tings (Neb.), Missouri-Valley. 
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GOD’S COMMAND TO TEACH 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 21, 1956 
Deuteronomy 6. Printed Text 6:1-9,20-25 


Our lessons this quarter bring before 
us some of the great passages of the Bible. 
The first three, by chance or design, have 
a logical connection. The first of the 
“great passages,’ Genesis 1:1—2:3, tells 
us how God created man in his own 
image; the second, Exodus 20:1-20, sets 
before us the moral law, embodied in the 
Ten Commandments, which God gave for 
man’s direction and guidance; the third, 
contained in our present lesson, Deuter- 
onomy 6, contains God’s directions for 
parents to transmit this law to their chil- 
dren. 

Modern scholars hold that the book of 
Deuteronomy was written by a group of 
reformers who wished to preserve the 
lessons growing out of the reforms at- 
tempted by King Hezekiah in the 8th 
century B.C. Back of it were ancient 
traditions which had come down regard- 
ing Moses’ farewell addresses to the 
Chosen People. 

The first of these addresses, contained 
in 1:1—4:40, presents a review of Is- 
rael’s history. The second (5-26) con- 
tains an exposition of Israel’s laws. The 
address begins with a recapitulation of 
the Ten Commandments (chapter 5) and 
a reminder of the imposing circumstances 
under which they were given. 

Then, in the opening paragraph of 
chapter 6, Moses is said to have boiled 
down ‘the commandment, the statutes 
and the ordinances [the specific statutes 
applying the Ten Commandments to the 
life of Israel begin with chapter 12] 
which the Lord your God commanded me 
to teach you” into two propositions, em- 
bodying one basic principle and one basic 
command, and involving one basic duty. 


|. The Great Commandment 

The basic principle is: “Hear, O Is- 
rael: The Lord our God is one Lord.” 
In other words, there is but one God, the 
God who revealed himself to Israel, and 
whom we have now come to know more 
fully in Jesus Christ, his only begotten 
Son. One of our modern novelists 
(James Jones in From Here to Eternity) 
speaks of “the God who saw, heard and 
spoke no evil simply because there was 
none.” This is one of the many modern 
gods offered for our homage. The fun- 
damental principle of our religion is that 
there is but one God—the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The basic command is: “And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might.” In Jewish psy- 
chology, heart included mind and will 
as well as the emotions; soul was the 
source of vitality, the center of the per- 
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sonality. Taken together, the meaning 
is that we are to love God with our whole 
being, and as the verse continues, with 
all our force or strength. But what does 
it mean to love God? Plainly it involves 
all of our being and all our powers: “a 
holy fear or reverence which expresses 
itself in that devoted and single minded 
loyalty which issues in wholehearted 
and obedient service. Love of God with- 
out obedience is not love.” (Interpreter’s 
Bible) 

When Moses says that love of God is 
the quintessence of the law he means 
that every particular commandment is in- 
tended to be an expression or embodi- 
ment of that love; and that love is the 
principle from which our observance of 
all other commandments is to flow. When 
the young Pharisee asked Jesus concern- 
ing the great commandment of the Law, 
he agreed with Moses that the first and 
great commandment was that requiring 
love of God. But he quickly added, there 
is a second like it, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two com- 
mandments depend all the law and the 
prophets” (Mt. 22:39-40). Many of 
Jesus’ contemporaries felt that it was 
quite possible to love God without loving 
all their fellowmen. Jesus wanted to 
make it clear that love of God involves 
the love of our fellowmen. Moses state- 
ment therefore is correct, but it may be 
misleading. God’s law is summarized 
in two commandments—love of God and 
love of man. 

Moses has a twofold purpose in ex- 
pounding this law based on the love of 
God. The first purpose is “that you may 
fear the Lord your God, you and your 
son and your son’s son” (Dt. 6:2). The 
fear here is a holy fear or reverence, 
which will manifest itself in loyal obe- 
dience to God’s requirements. And the 
end of such godly fear and obedience— 
the second and ultimate goal which the 
speaker has in mind—is “that your days 
may be prolonged and “that it may go 
well with you... in a land flowing with 
milk and honey.” The writer of Deu- 
teronomy believes that obedience to God's 
law, the law of love, will make for lon- 
gevity on the part of the individual, 
lengthen Israel’s tenure of the land which 
has been given them for a possession and 
insure their material prosperity. Was 
this—is it now—a naive belief? Hardly. 
There are times, of course, when love of 
God and man requires one to sacrifice 
his life—as it did Jesus Christ. But 
God’s laws are nature's laws, and we 
break them at our own risk. To get the 
full picture, however, we must look, not 
only at this life, but also at the life to 


come. Our Shorter Catechism gathers 
up the full Biblical truth: “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and enjoy him for- 
ever.”” Obedience to God’s laws makes 
for longevity and prosperity, but there 
are times when we must sacrifice both 
that our eternal welfare may be secured. 


Il. Its Transmission 


If, however, the fruits of obedience are 
to be secured to the generation still to 
come, we must endeavor to transmit them 
to our sons and our sons’ sons, and if 
this is to be done successfully, Moses 
indicates that five things are necessary. 

1. The Law must be upon our hearts. 
In our popular speech the heart is the 
seat of the emotions. With the Hebrews 
it was the psychical center of memory as 
well as love; the seat, we may say, of the 
practical intellect. Moses tells the Is- 
raelities, therefore, that they must know 
the law and love it. As George Adam 
Smith says, ‘They must commit it to 
memory with a conscience to do it.” Cer- 
tainly we cannot teach others to value 
what we do not value ourselves. 

2. We must teach it diligently to our 
children. The word here for teach is a 
very strong one. It means to “make these 
words incisive and impress them upon 
their children; rub them in.” Moses 
wishes the Hebrew parents to realize their 
own responsibility; they cannot delegate 
their task to other hands. They them- 
selves must teach the love of God and ifs 
requirements to their children. In ac- 
cordance with this command, the ‘She- 
ma,” as this section is known (from the 
opening words “hear,” which in Hebrew 
is shema), together with Dt. 6:4-9,11,13- 
21 and Numbers 15:37-41 have been for 
many years the first bit of the Bible 
which Jewish children have learned to 
read and know. 

3. They must talk to them in their 
homes and along the way, when they 
lie down and when they rise up. In 
other words, God’s fundamental law must 
be to them a theme of living interest at 
home and abroad, at the beginning and 
end of every day. The purpose of this 
injunction was probably twofold. It 
would cause the Israelites themselves to 
think of God and of the requirements of 
his love at the beginning and the end 
of every day, and as they went about their 
duties in the home and in the world, it 
would serve consciously or unconsciously 
to mould all their actions. Then, second, 
by talking of the law they would reveal 
its beauty and emphasize its importance 
to all with whom they came in contact. 
The children at home especially would 
think more of God’s requirements than 
they would if the talk revolved contin- 
ually about money or scandal. 

As Dr. Snowden once wrote: The 
duties of religion should be taught not 
only in a formal way at set times 

“... as we used to be taught the cate- 


chism or made to read the Bible, but are 
to enter into the daily familiar life of the 


13 








home and be a free subject of conversa- 
tion when we are out walking or lying 
down or rising up. We should try to avoid 
making religion an unpleasant subject, 
that the children shy away from and re- 
gard with aversion, but should endeavor 
to make it attractive and agreeable to 
them at all times.” 

4. They must bind them for a sign 
upon their hands and for frontlets be- 
tween their eyes. The Jews thought 
Moses was giving them here a rule to be 
observed literally. To carry out the in- 
junction they put little slips of parch- 
ment on which the Shema was written in 
leather pouches fixed to a band. One of 
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these phylacteries, as they are called in the 
New Testament, was worn on the left 
arm turned toward the heart, the other 
between the eyebrows at morning and 
evening prayers. Orthodox Jews still use 
them in the same way. This may be 
carrying out the letter of Moses’ law, but 
the spirit is something else. Undoubtedly 
Moses meant that the law which he had 
summarized should control the views and 
the acts of the people, the sight of their 
eyes and the work of their hands. 

5. They must write them upon the 
doorposts of their houses and upon their 
gates. This law also the Jews observed 
in the most literal fashion. They fixed 
a small metal case containing the parch- 
ment inscribed as above to the righthand 
doorpost of their houses and on their 
gates, which cases they touched or sa- 
luted upon their entrance and exit. With 
some Jews this little ceremony became 
an amulet for warding off evil. The little 
metal boxes had something of the sig- 
nificance of a horseshoe put up over the 
door. 

The ceremony was intended to remind 
them of the law, as they left the house for 
shop or field or market in the morning 
and as they returned to the home at the 
close of day. It was another indication 
that their whole life in the home and with- 
out it must be influenced by the thought 
of God and of his love. ‘We do not now 
write anything on our doorposts and gates 
but the meaning for us is that we are to 
build these divine laws into the very 
structure of our homes and life, so that 
they will pervade and control our con- 
duct, whether in the home or in social 
life or business affairs or national or 
international life.” 


lll. A Twofold Danger 

Moses as a practical statesman realized 
that a nation faces one of its greatest 
dangers when prosperity and success have 
been finally achieved. “When the Lord 
your God brings you into the land which 
he swore to your fathers . . . with great 
and goodly cities . . . and houses full of 
all good things... and cisterns .. . and 
vinevards and olive trees . . . and when 
you eat and are full, then take heed lest 
you forget God (6:10-12). 

There was also the danger that the 
mere passage of time would lead the 
people to forget their obligation to God, 
that a new generation would arise that 
knew nothing of Israel’s great redemp- 
tion and to whom the Covenant ratified 
at Sinai would seem infinitely remote, 
a generation that would ask questions and 
demand reasons for the obedience ex- 
pected of them. 

“When your son asks you in time to 
come, ‘What is the meaning of the tes- 
timonies and the statutes and the or- 
dinances which the Lord our God has 
commanded you?’ said Moses, “then you 
shall say to your son, ‘‘ ‘We were Pha- 


raoh’s slaves...’” 6:21. These words 
take us back to the time when the Is- 
raelites were bondmen in Egypt. It might 
be well for all of us to think on our past 
history. There was a time when our 
fathers were in the older countries of 
Europe without freedom of speech or 
worship, and without freedom from fear 
and want. Earlier still before the gospel 
reached Europe they were barbarians, 
who had never achieved a civilization of 
their own. Going back farther still, Paul 
reminds us that all save Israel were 
“strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:13). 

This leads us to a second lesson which 
Moses exhorted the fathers in Israel to 
transmit to their sons: 


2. “The Lord brought us out.” The 
deliverance to which he refers was the 
deliverance of Israel from the land of 
bondage, through the ten plagues which 
he raised against Pharaoh and his house- 
hold. 

God's hand has been upon our nation, 
too, in many ways. Our spiritual herit- 
age, our free institutions, our material 
prosperity are due not to our superior 
intelligence, or to our superior industry, 
only, but to what some might call good 
fortune. It was our good fortune to be 
born in this land, our good fortune that 
Columbus discovered a new world shortly 
before the Reformation broke, our good 
fortune that our forefathers found a 
virgin continent available for settlement, 
well stocked with all the materials needed 
for building a rich material civilization 
and free from the jealousies and rivalries 
and dangers that have continued to curse 
the older lands from which they came. 
Was it good fortune or was it Providence? 
Was it perhaps God who led our fathers 
to this land, who raised up leaders in 
our time of need, who prepared a Consti- 
tution that has stood the test of time and 
allowed democratic institutions to sur- 
vive? 

Moses believed not only that God had 
delivered the nation in the past, but also 
that his blessing was necessary for its 
continued welfare, and that this blessing 
was conditioned upon the people’s obe- 
dience to his revealed will. And so he 
urges the fathers in Israel to remind 
their sons that “the Lord commanded us 
to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord 
our God, for our good always, that he 
might preserve us alive, as at this day.” 

Is this a truth that we should teach to 
our children? If so, there is a further 
question for us to consider. What does 
the love of God and the love of man 
require us to do just now in this time 
of racial bitterness and international ten- 
sion? When our sons ask us, what shall 
we say? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scerip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


FAITH HEALING AND THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. By Wade H. Boggs, Jr. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. 216 pp., $3.50. 

This is a highly important book not 
only because of the current claims of so- 
called faith healers, but also because of 
many unsound ideas of health and sick- 
ness which characterize many rank-and- 
file people within and without the 
churches. 





This professor at the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly’s Training 
School has made an extensive study of 
what the Bible teaches about faith and 
health and after dealing with the “‘heal- 
ers’ (he has no confidence in them), 
he works toward a positive program for 
the Christian community. Here are the 
chapter headings: 

Do the faith healers really heal ? 

Do the faith healers perform miracles ? 
(Should mature Christians seek medical 
help? Do New Testament healing mira- 
cles still occur?) 

Is it the will of God to heal all the 
sick? (Does all sickness result from the 
sin of man? May sickness be attributed 
to the Devil? Does God will perfect 
health for everyone?) 

What should the church do about heal- 
ing? (A positive Christian philosophy 
of health. “Prayer and good health. Faith 
and good health. How can the church 
promote good health?) 

There are many good things that 
should be mentioned—he exposes the 
often superficial chatter about “faith” 
which sometimes is little more than a 
sort of incantation; he shows that sick- 
ness may have something to contribute 
to life; he leaves no place for the separa- 
tion of life into natural and supernatural; 
he shows that it is untenable to claim 
that all sickness is caused by sin; he also 
makes it clear that the problem cannot be 
laid at the feet of the devil; he deals 
helpfully with the relation of prayer and 
good health. In one passage, for in- 
stance, he says: 

“No one who believes in God doubts 
that he could act in answer to prayer to 
deflect a bullet and save a life. or to re- 
store a limb lost by accident, or to heal a 
person for whom there is no known cure. 
But it is an obvious deduction from human 
experience that ordinarily he does not. 
We must conclude that such an act would 
so change his ways of governing the uni- 
verse and of dealing with man as to re- 
quire changes that would be less bene- 
ficial to the human family than the present 
arrangement.” 

That needs to be said and understood. 

Specialists in various fields will have 
their evaluations of some aspects of this 
book (physicians, for example) but most 
of us will find a great deal of help in it. 
And we can be grateful that such a care- 
ful study of the Biblical background is 
now so easily available as a basis of 
discussion. 
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Duke University Library 


Durham, N. C. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

J. Frederick Speer, 
Mex., to Penrose, Colo. 

William M. Alexander, from Jackson- 
ville, Fla., to 5 Lakeview, Arlington, Mass. 

Robert Lee Thomas, from Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., to 65 Virginia, Centerville, Ohio. 

George A. Young, from Seagraves, 
Texas, to 1920 38th St., Lubbock, Texas. 

Ray E. King, from Greensboro, N. C., 
to 103 Oak Ave., Lexington, N. C. 

V. B. McGehee, from Washington, N. C., 
to Pinetops, N. C., where he serves the 
Pinetops and Macclesfield churches. 

J. M. McKnight, from Crestview, Fla.. 
to Summerville Rd., Phenix City, Ala. 

E. Gordon Crider, from Santa Cruz, Cal., 
to the Birchwood church, 2826 Birchwood 
Ave., Bellingham, Wash. 

H. Graham Keys, from Silver Creek, 
Ga., to 614 Center St., Central City, Ky. 

Odis M. McNeill, formerly of Chatham 
Hill, Va., now serves the Helvetia, W. Va., 
and the Pickens churches. 

Robert S. Simpson, Powhatan, Va.. will 
become pastor of the Colonial Heights, 
Va., church. 

John T. Finney, formerly of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church of Philadelphia, 
Pa., is now pastor of the Montrose (Pres- 
byterian) church, Richmond, Va. 

C. Lloyd Arehart, formerly of Charles 
Town, W. Va., is now pastor of the 
Farmville, Va., church, 208 2nd Ave. 

James W. Marshall from Freeport, 
Kans., to Kentland, Ind. 

J. Norton Dendy from Dothan, Ala., to 
the Hillwood church, 146 Windsor Dr., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Kenneth M. Stewart from Detour, Mich, 
to First church, Cynthiana, Ind. 

Paul M. Lundell from Petersburg, IIl., 
tc the Community Presbyterian Church, 
Palos Park, Ill. Address: 8801 W. Me 
Carthy Rd. Nov. 1. 

Albert G. Edwards, Harrisonburg, Va., 
has been called to the First church, 
Roanoke, Va. 


RETIRED 

O. M. Anderson, Bastrop, La. S. E. 
McFadden, Choudrant, La. and E. D. 
Holloway, Monroe, La., were voted hon- 
orable retirement by Red River Presby- 
tery at the fall meeting. Dr. Anderson 
will retire Jan. 1, Dr. Holloway, Dec. 1, 
and Dr. McFadden will continue to serve 
the Choudrant church on a yearly basis. 
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tory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 
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James E. Jackson, Jr., from Bristol, 
Va., to Rt. 4, Greeneville, Tenn. 

Charlies L. Power, from Sardis, Miss., 
to 3000 Old Brownsville Rd., Memphis, 
Tenn. 

J. William McNeill, from Panama City, 
Fla., to the First church, Newport, Ark. 

Cc. G. McClure, from Charlotte, N. C., 
to 423 N. E. 26th St., Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 

C. Logan Landrum, from Brunswick, 
Ga., to 1820 Gray St., Gulfport, Fla. 

F. R. McAllister, Jr., from Forest Park, 
Ga., to 414 Faison St., Charlotte, N. C. ° 

John T. Reed, from Millington, Tenn., 
to Shaw, Miss. 

Paul E. Rowland, from Climax, Ga., to 
Douglas, Ga. 


SEMINARY PROFESSOR 

Nelle Morton, formerly of Kingsport, 
Tenn., and earlier a leader of the Fellow- 
ship of Southern Churchmen, has become 
assistant professor of religious education 
at Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, 
N. J. She was at one time a member of 
the staff of the Presbyterian, U. S., Board 
of Education. 


TV TRIP 

Dale H. Ratliff, of the Alta Vista church, 
Miami, Fla., has won an all-expense trip 
to Athens, Greece, and back for himself 
and his wife in a television contest. Mr. 
Ratliff’s letter on “Why I Would Like 
to Visit Athens’’ was considered best of 
those submitted. He explained in his 
letter that he becama the sponsor of a 
Greek child three years ago and that 
he would like very much to see the 


youngster in whose welfare he had such q 
strong interest. : 


MISSIONARIES 

Miss Edith Foster, a Presbyterian U. §, 
missionary in Varginha, East Brazil, wag 
recently honored by the whole city when 
the title of Citizenship was conferred 
upon her. The award referred to “the 
many years of faithful and efficient serv- 
ice which she has rendered the youth 
of the city.” 

A resolution adopted by the congrega- 
tion of the Encruzilhada Presbyterian 
Church, Recife, Brazil, recently expressed 
“profound appreciation and gratitude” 
for the work accomplished by the Donald 
Williams family, with particular mention 
of Mrs. Williams’ activities in organizing 
and developing the beginners’ department 
of the Sunday school. 


STUDENT WORK 

Isabel Rogers, formerly student worker 
in Milledgeville, Ga., is now part-time 
Campus Christian life director, Box 6092, 
College Station, Durham, N. C. 


DCEs 

Louise Pitts has recently become 
director of Christian education in the 
Abbeville, S. C., church. 
Fully accredited, four-year Liberal Arts 
college for women. A.B. degree. Broad 
curriculum, small classes. 14 majors in- 
cluding music, art. Bible, dramatic arts, 
Courses in nursery school education. 115th 
year. Competitive scholarships. Catalog. 
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